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ADDRESS 


TO THE PUBLIC. 


On closing the first volume of the Theatrical 
Inquisttor,its proprietors feel themselves called 
upon to return their sincere thanks to the public 
for the very distinguished patronage and en- 
couragement they have received upon their outset; 


an encouragement which, as the work. 
was not attended with the publicity and 
constituent advantages of ornament possessed by 
other productions of a similar nature, appears 
doubly flattering, seeming to be elicited rather by 
a sense of its utility and merit, than any other con- 
sideration. A due respect to that public which 
have fostered their exertions, seems also to de- 
mand a few observation as to the manner in which 
this work will bein future conducted; and the 
circumstance of the Proprietors having projected 
some very material alterations in its matter and 
arrangement, renders this a duty doubly im- 
A 





oe. * 


?* 


portant. It must have been long obvious to the 
discerning reader and is not attempted to be con- 
cealed by the present Proprietors that the prin- 
ciples aud arrangement of this work, hitherto 
have never been perfectly settled—and the 
volume itself has been rather hastily brought 
to a conclusion, in order that this striking defect. 
might be remedied. And that with the com- 
mencement of a new Volume ina new Year, they 
might pursue a new arrangement, and assume 
‘new principles, which will in future be the 
standard by which they would wish their labours 
to be judged. 

This work was commenced under circum- 
stances particularly inauspicious to its imparti- 
ality asa Theatrical work. One of its Propri- 
etors was himself a Gentleman of much eminence 

. in the Theatrical profession. This will at once 

_account for the wavering and lenient opinions 
which haye in many places been passed upon 
productions deserving the highest reprehension. 
Personal interest and present considerations, 
notwithstanding all that the present Editor and 
Proprietor wished to the contrary, were found to — 
be obstacles it was impossible to surmount. 
The seceding of this Gentleman however from alf& 
connection with the work has removed this diffi- 
culty, and it will in future be conducted upon 
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principles of the strictest impartiality; which ‘no 
possible considerations shall’ tempt the Pro- 
prietors to depart from. The new arrangement 1 will 
consist of—tst. Dramatic Biography. 2nd. Tales 
and Romances. 3rd. Classic Essays. 4th. 


Miscellanies. 5th. An Ample Review’ of Lite- | 


rature. 6th. Original and Fugitive Poetry. 
7tb. Literary Intelligence. 8th. Notices of the 
Pine Arts, Music, &c. 9th. Criticisms on the 
Landon ond Provincial Theatres. The whole- 
length Theatrical Portraits will be continued till 
the circle of Performers of excellence shall be 
exhausted, when Portraits of eminent Literary 
characters will follow in regular succession. The 
promises, made by the Proprietors of this work 
upon its commencement with respect to their 
Engravings, have they trust been strictly fulfilled; 
for in order that the exertions of the Engravers 
might keep pace with the wishes of the Pro- 
prietors and the liberality of the Public, they 
now give double the price for their engravings 
which they did in the first instance. This is not 
the place to'enumerate either the disadvantages 
which every periodical work must encounter 
on its commencement, and during the period till 
it gets established in the favour of the Public; 

or the encreasing amusement which may be ex- 
_ pected from a work, the resources of which are 
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every month expanding. Thenumber and talents of 
the Correspondents of the Theatrical Inquisitor 
the Proprietors feel happy in saying are of the 
most flattering description; we particularly allude 
to M. G. Lewis, Esq. and those Gentlemen who 
have favored us with articles under the signature. 
of J—P.—S. R. B.—T. S. M.—O.—Mentor. 
Brevitas &c. In our next we shall endeavour to 
bring up all arrears and submit to the public a 


specimen of those improvements, the result of 
their patronage. 





